JA Inspire

Teacher Guide

Preparing for the JA Inspire® In‑Person Career Fair
Modified Lesson Five
Big Idea
Preparation is key to a productive day at the career fair.

Overview
Students prepare for the in-person JA Inspire Career Fair by reviewing logistics
of the day and getting ready to make a good first impression when interacting
with company representatives.

Objectives
STUDENTS WILL:

•

•
•

Learn the logistics and the behavior expectations of attending the in-person
career fair.
Learn the importance of networking and create an elevator pitch to help
them network.
Prepare questions that they want to ask and practice asking them.

Preparation and Materials
• Review the session and the Student Workbook provided by JA Area staff. The
activities in the Student Workbook are:

•

•

¡

JA Inspire Elevator Pitch Guide

¡

JA Inspire Question Guide

¡

JA Inspire Behavior Expectations

Review the JA Inspire Career Fair Exhibitor information used by students
during Session Four of the Student Guidebook to help students draft
appropriate questions. Determine if additional time to research the
companies and careers would be valuable to students. If so, arrange for
Internet access.
Have pens or pencils and blank paper available.

Recommended Time
This session should take 45 minutes to complete.
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INTRODUCTION

•

5 MINUTES

Give an overview of the in-person JA Inspire Career Fair, including some
logistics. Focus mainly on the content and format of the day, including:
¡

Number of companies and careers, with a few examples

¡

Structure of the career fair:

•
•

How much time students can spend with each career cluster
How students will be grouped

ACTIVITY: CREATING AN ELEVATOR PITCH

•

15 MINUTES

Introduce the concept of networking and explain that students will have a
chance to practice networking at the in-person JA Inspire Career Fair.
Building relationships with people who can help you find a job and be
successful in your career is called networking.
Research shows that networking is the most common way people find
a job. It can include letting your friends, family members, and other
people you know that you are looking for a job.

•

Describe an elevator pitch.

•

Tell students it is important to have an elevator pitch prepared in case a
networking opportunity arises.

•
•

An elevator pitch is a brief, high-energy presentation used by
companies and individuals to promote their products and themselves
in less than one minute.

Your elevator pitch should be a brief overview of what you’re good at,
passionate about, and qualified to do.
Let students know that talking about work skills and interests doesn’t come
naturally for many people. Writing an elevator pitch and practicing it is one
way to increase the success of networking.
Have students create their elevator pitch:
¡

¡
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Distribute the Student Workbook and have students turn to the
JA Inspire Elevator Pitch Guide.
Ask students to answer the questions and create their elevator pitch.
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Time permitting, have students team up in pairs or groups of four, and
practice presenting their elevator pitches to one another.

ACTIVITY: PREPARING QUESTIONS AND MAKING A GOOD FIRST IMPRESSION

•

20 MINUTES

Tell students that at the in-person JA Inspire Career Fair, they will not only
get to hear from businesspeople about their jobs and participate in
hands-on activities, but they will also have a chance to ask questions.
Being prepared will allow you to learn more information about careers
or jobs you might like in the future.
Preparation is also essential to making a good impression.
Asking pertinent questions and listening are skills you will need to get
and keep a job.

•
•
•
•
•
•

(Optional) Share the JA Inspire video “Asking the Right Questions”: https://
data.ja.org/s/ew4AAA
Have students turn to the JA Inspire Question Guide.
Have students review the list of questions and pick some they would like
to ask.
Tell students to add three questions of their own to ask industry
professionals.
Have students refer back to their Session Four worksheet when writing
specific questions to ask the companies that they identified an interest in
visiting at the JA Inspire Career Fair.
Find out what students are most curious about.
¡

Ask for a volunteer to share one question they chose from the list. Ask
why they want to know more about that topic.
Did anyone else choose the same question? Why?
What questions did you add? Why?
Does anyone have different questions for a specific company? Why are
you interested in that?

•
•

Have students turn to the JA Inspire Behavior Expectations.
Allow a few minutes for students to review it.
These tips will help you make a good first impression when interacting
with industry professionals.

•

Remind students that:
¡
¡
¡

It’s natural to be nervous.
Interviewing takes practice.
They will have the opportunity to ask their questions with the
professionals they meet at the JA Inspire Career Fair.
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(Optional) Tell students they will see a video about meeting businesspeople
from their community and the importance of making a good first impression.
This video shows you what employers look for when they talk to
students and potential employees. Your Behavior Expectations
handout is a good reminder.
¡

Share the JA Inspire video “Interacting to Learn”: https://data.ja.org/s/
eg4AAA

WRAP-UP

•

5 MINUTES

Ask students to share their observations with the class and to discuss the
upcoming career fair.
What are you most excited about?
What are your concerns?

•
•
•
•
•

What do you hope to get out of the career fair?
If students have Internet access, encourage them to do additional research
on their top three companies before the career fair.
Encourage students to practice their elevator pitches and the questions they
selected and created.
Remind students to bring their Student Workbook to the in-person
JA Inspire Career Fair and to record notes from their interactions with
company representatives.
Tell students they will complete a reflection on their experiences after the
JA Inspire Career Fair.
Review the career fair logistics with students:
¡

Where to meet

¡

What time to meet

¡

Dress code and behavior

¡

4

Items to bring or not bring—for example, bring your Student Workbook
but don’t bring any of your electronic devices
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